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2006 Garden Party  
by Judy Curtiss 

Parasols and top hats were the order of the day 
as Victorian Society members gathered for the 

annual 
garden party 
and croquet 
match on 
Sat. June 
24th. Hosts 

Gayle 
Whitney and 

Steve 
Komula 

welcomed members to their lovely Victorian 
home 

overlooking 
the bluffs of 

the 
Mississippi 

River in St. 
Paul.  The 

beautifully 
appointed 

gardens 
provided a perfect backdrop for an afternoon of 
Victorian ambiance as well as lots of fun and 
games.  Members turned out in a wide variety of 

Victorian 
to con- 
temporary 

summer 
attire.  

Costumes 
of hoops, 
bustles and 

summer 

whites mingled in an elegant display of a wide 
variety of Victorian and Edwardian finery. 

A 
competitive, 

yet genteel 
croquet 

match was 
enjoyed by 
all who 

participated 
and 

observed the 
event.  Ed Kvarnes served as the judge and made 
sure all players observed the myriad and 
confusing set of rules.  After a somewhat lengthy 
yet entertaining match, Monica Mohn emerged 
the champion.  Following croquet, a wide variety 
of tantalizing treats and tea provided a respite 
from the rigors of the vigorous game. Gayle 
Whitney acted as the Tea Mum pouring for guests 
while Steve Komula made sure lemonade and 
beer glasses remained full. 

It was a perfect 
summer day and 
not even the late 
afternoon rainfall 
could dampen the 
spirits of the 
Victorians who 
attended the 
event. 
Editor’s 

Addendum 

434 Cherokee, the 
site of the garden 
party, was built in 
1912 as an up and 

down duplex by a German immigrant, George 
Loerch, who built several houses in the Cherokee 

July 10, 2006 
 
Marcia Ukura, 
aka Mrs. Matthews 
Newsletter Editor 
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Park area.  This stately Edwardian lady remained 
in the Loerch family until 1985 when Gayle 
purchased the house.  An avid gardener, Gayle 
has had 20 years to establish her garden.  The 
front yard is all perennials, not a bit of grass.  The 
side yard is perfect for croquet matches.  A new 
addition to the backyard is a reproduction three 
tiered fountain which joins the 1936 telephone 
kiosk, the #6 version. 

Gayle collects English antiques from the 
period between World War I and World War II.  
Antique English stained glass windows from the 
north of England and Scotland have been installed 
in the house. 

In a serendipitous fashion, Gayle met Joan 
Gilshannon the granddaughter of George Loerch 
and they remain friends.  Joan remembers when 
her “aunties” lived in the house. 

Five years ago, Gayle married Steve Komula, 
who is very interested in architecture and he loves 
the river of which the house has a magnificent 
view.  They converted the house to a single family 
dwelling by taking out a wall in the foyer.  This 
duplex has lovely built ins on both floors.  Thanks 
to both of you for being extraordinary hosts for 
this lovely event. 
Apology from your editor 

The photos arrived on Sunday, and being in a 
hurry to get the newsletter out, I didn’t take the 
time to identify all of the people in the photos. 
VSA Board Meeting Minutes 

June 20, 2006 
Present:  K. Geraghty, S. French, J. Curtiss, M. 
Ukura. 
Absent:  C. Lanyk, L McBeth, D. Lundberg, A. 
Randolph, E Kvarnes, G Whitney, M. Brown. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm by 
President Geraghty. 
Secretary’s minutes:  not available 
Treasure’s report:  Expenses $49.94 to Mary 
Brown for ball expenses, $260.00 to VSA for 
executive board memberships.  Balance in 
treasury $1,482.25. 
Old Business 

1. The Queens Birthday Ball was a magnificent 
evening, all bills have been paid, the event is 
closed. 

2. Grand Old Days Parade.  Kevin Geraghty, 
Sarah French, Katherine Kragh, and Monica 
Mohn turned out for the express purpose of 
promoting the Emperor’s Ball.  The ladies 
passed out flyers to the crowd and Mr. 
Geraghty drove his 1929 Mercedes which 
thankfully did not overheat. 

3. The Emperor’s Ball was attended by Mr. 
Geraghty and Miss French who report that 
there was less waltzing and more big band 
and seemingly not as enjoyable as in the 
past.  They were part of the “Emperor’s 
entourage” on Sunday, riding in a horse 
drawn carriage.  Mr. Geraghty suggests 
pursuing a more active roll next year for our 
Northstar chapter of the VSA. 

4. Parade banner construction is on hold, 
waiting for an event to use it. 

5. Chapter flyers – tabled until next board 
meeting. 

New Business 
1. Croquet Garden Party – reservations were 

sparse as of June 19th, the day before the 
deadline.  Director Curtiss provided a 
cellular phone for delinquent board 
members to remedy this situation.  Mr. 
Geraghty will provide the extra croquet set 
that is needed.  Judy Curtiss volunteered to 
take digital pictures and write an article on 
the party for the newsletter. 

2. Communication with the VSA – The last 
chapter newsletter is on the VSA web site 
(www.victoriansociety.org).  The newsletter 
will be sent to VSA each time and is also 
sent to neighboring chapters, Greater 
Chicago and Heartland.  Kevin will contact 
Ann Randolph about updating the web page. 

3. Chapter insurance – This issue was brought 
up because of an email from Beverly Offen, 
President of the Greater Chicago chapter.  
I'm the President of the Greater Chicago 
Chapter of the VSA.   
As I'm sure you know, at the March 4 
meeting of the VSA Board of Directors, the 
National Bylaws were amended to include 
the following as Paragraph 1 of Section 3 of 
Article XI:  "Each chapter must purchase 
and maintain a general liability insurance 
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policy that covers the chapter's activities, 
and the national VSA must be named in the 
policy as co-insured."  Our Chapter does 
not currently have such an insurance policy, 
so we will have to purchase one.  Any 
information you can provide on your agent 
or carrier, the amount of coverage, and your 
cost would be much appreciated.   
Kevin will wait to be notified by VSA and 
in the meantime search for an insurance 
agent that specializes in non-profits and talk 
with the Living History Society to see what 
they do.  As this could add significantly to 
the expense of our chapter.  Advantages of 
affiliation with VSA may need to be 
revisited. 

4. Calendar of Events for remainder of 2006 
a. From the skin out – a series of monthly 

events to educate members about 
foundation garments, etc. leading up to 
production of a Victorian dress proposed 
at an earlier meeting by Sarah French 
and Mary Brown is still in the idea stage.  
Virginia Jensen had previously proposed 
a similar venture.  Sarah French will 
contact Virginia to collaborate and move 
the project forward.  
To have a sewing bee, someone needs to 
donate a house for the day that includes 
a large table to set up sewing machines.  
Marci and Judy volunteered their houses 
which are easily accessible, but of some 
distance, 10 miles south of Canon Falls 
and Maple Grove respectively.  
Kevin reported on a plan presented by 
LHS by Sally Anderson LaBreck.  In 
preparing for Hastings’s 
sesquicentennial, the LeDuc House has 
proposed a series of seminars to enable 
locals to dress for the events.  Saundra 
Altman of Past Patterns has been 
suggested.  Kevin will contact Sally 
Anderson LaBreck about opportunities 
for Northstar to be involved. 

b. Cemetery tour proposed – the cemetery 
tour in Hudson will not be held this year, 
so another venue has been found  The 
board has selected Saturday, September 

23rd for a six course tea at Tale of Two 
Sisters in Red Wing at 11:00 am to be 
followed by a cemetery tour in Oakland 
Cemetery led by Johanna Grothe of the 
Goodhue County Historical Society.  A 
history of the cemetery, notables 
interned therein, gravestone symbolism, 
and Victorian mourning customs will be 
discussed.  20 to 25 gravesites will be 
visited in this 1 ½ hour tour.  All 
registrations are to be paid in advance 
with August 15th the deadline.  
Kevin will contact Chris Lanyk, 
treasurer about managing finances.  
Tea is $25 plus tax and gratuity, tour $3.  
A minimum of 10 maximum of 35 is 
required for tea. 

c. Considering a fall ball – The first or 
second weekend in November to initiate 
the holiday season seems ideal, but 
people are needed for a ball committee.  
If enough people volunteer we will have 
a ball, otherwise, no.  Sarah will talk to 
Mary brown, Monica Mohn, and 
Katherine Kragh.  
Marci Ukura will advertise for and 
collect names of volunteers. 

d. Victorian Christmas – A parlor event 
with musical and dramatic performance 
has been suggested.  The Geraghty and 
the Curtiss houses have been 
volunteered for the event.  Kevin will 
also check with the Ramsey house. 

5. With all the ball pictures on Mr. Matthews’ 
computer, Marci Ukura asked if the chapter 
had an archivist or historian.  After a short 
discussion it was decided to investigate an 
electronic storage mechanism rather than 
deal with the bulk of scrapbooks. 

To accommodate vacations of some members 
present, the next board meeting will take place 
on Friday July 21st at the Geraghty house.  Mr. 
Geraghty has offered a period dinner, with 
period attire encouraged. 
Editor’s note – the July 21st date conflicts with 
LHS dance practice.  A new date for the meeting 
has yet to be determined. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Marci Ukura, newsletter editor substituting for 
Ann Randolph, Secretary. 
Hostess Extraordinaire 

Judy Curtiss, board member, kindly 
volunteered her lovely home in Maple grove for 
the June board meeting.  Upon entering the front 
door, I was certain that 15369 80th Place in 
Maple Grove was brand new house.  Judy 
surprised us by saying they had lived there for 
15 years.  There were no tell tale signs of the 
likes of the four cats and world’s most fabulous 
dog that inhabit the Drum Creek Farm house, 
giving it that “lived in “ look. 

With the ability to trace one side of the family 
back to the 1700’s in Pennsylvania there were 
many interesting family photo’s which Miss 
French enjoyed identifying period fashion 
hallmarks.  There were many antique and 
vintage artifacts to appreciate, but the pièce de 
résistance was Judy’s collection of vintage and 
antique dolls.  It was great fun to try to date 
them by the style of dress.  She has offered her 
home for future events. 

Judy served a delicious salad, lemonade, and 
fresh strawberries which made for a delightful 
meeting.  and is reputed to have a large 
collection of vintage dresses which she has 
agreed to share on a show and tell day. 

Calendar of Events 
Ramsey House 

• Tea and Tarts 

Thursday, August 10th 
6:00 pm and 7/30 pm 

• Martha Washington Centennial Tea 

Sunday, September 10th 
Two seatings, at 1:00 pm and 3:30 pm 
On the front porch of the Ramsey House 

$24.00 per guest – MHS member discount of 
$3.00 = $21.00. 
Sibley House 

• General Sibley’s Tea House Picnic Lawn 

Tea 

August 12th and 13th 
Seatings at noon and 2:30 pm 
$29.00, $25.00 for MHS members 
Reservations required, call 651-452-1596 

Board of Directors 

President  Kevin Geraghty 

  kgerag@aol.com 
Vice President  Sarah French 

 612-929-0457 
Secretary Ann Randolph 

 fairyceltic@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Chris Lanyk 

 clanyk@csom.umn.edu 
Directors Mary Brown 

 Major General 
 mebbieb10@cs.com 
 Judy Curtiss 

 mcurt51@aol.com 
 Ed Kvarnes 

 Dance Master 
 Kvarnes@tcinternet.net 
 Deborah Lundberg 

 Property Manager 
 Deborah.lundberg@target.com 
 Laura McBeth 

 mcbe0006@metnet.edu 
 Marcia Ukura 

 Newsletter Editor 
 rmu1@frontiernet.net 
 Gayle Whitney 

 gayleandsteve@comcast.net 
 
 

We make a living by what we get 
We make a life by what we give 

Winston Churchill 
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High Tea and Cemetery Tour 
Saturday, September 23, 2006 

Red Wing, Minnesota 
 

The Tea at Tale of Two Sisters 
11:00 AM 

 
Six Course Tea Menu 

First Course (Starter) 
Fresh fruit, soup, or appetizer 

Second Course (Sandwiches) 
Tray of Tea Sandwiches 
(4 kinds) usually cucumber, 
chicken salad on cinnamon, carrot 
cheddar curry, cheese quiche 

Third Course (Scones) 
Scones with Devon Cream and 
Lemon Curd 

Fourth Course (palate cleanser 
Sorbet 

Fifth Course (dessert) 
Tray of Tea Desserts (2 tea-sized 
desserts) when available edible 
flowers will adorn the tea tray. 

Sixth Course (Theme dessert) 
English trifle (decorated with edible 
flowers when available), Victorian 
Sponge Cake or other appropriate 
dessert. 

 
This tea is served in courses with 
elegant presentation.  Tale of Two 
Sisters sets the table formally (lacey 
tablecloths, cloth napkins, china 
dishes, etc.), rooms are adorned 
appropriately and centerpieces of 
fresh flowers are provided. 

The tour at Oakland Cemetery 
2:00 PM 

Led by Johanna Grothe 
educator, volunteer coordinator, and 
collections manager of the Goodhue 
County Historical Society 
BS in History from Minnesota State, 
Mankato, Minnesota 

• The tour:  1 ½ hours 
• Brief history of Oakland 

Cemetery 
• 20 to 25 grave sites 
• Early burials, Red Wing 

notables 
• Gravestone symbolism 
• Mourning practices of 1870’s 

through 1890’ 
 
Cost:  Tea $31.00 per person includes 
tax and gratuity.  Tour $3.00 per 
person 
Registration deadline:  August 15th.  
Registration must include full 
payment. 
Registration forms will be sent 
August 1st. 
Minimum of 10 people, maximum of 
35. 
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Anyone for a Carriage Ride? 

The six course tea in Red Wing on September 
23rd will be finished by 1:00 pm.  Our cemetery 
tour begins at 2:00 pm.  What to do in the 
interim?  Red Wing has several interesting shops 
including antiques.  The cemetery is ten blocks up 
the hill, a nice stroll for a sturdy Victorian with a 
good pair of walking shoes, or one might have a 
horse and carriage waiting at the door of the tea 
shop to take one on a tour of Red Wing’s historic 
neighborhoods and then up to the cemetery. 

The rental of a horse and carriage that can 
carry four people is $385 an hour.  As of July 9, 
2006 Lindell Carriage Company has two carriages 
available on that date. 

Anyone interested in this option should contact 
your editor Marci at 507-824-3333 or 
rmu1@frontiernet.net by August 1st. 
Book Review – Clothing and Textile 

Collections in The United States edited by Sally 
Queen and Vicki L. Berger.  A Costume Society 
of America Guide. 

Recently I discovered a gem in my sewing 
cupboard that I’d forgotten about, an historic 
fashion catalogue from 2004 “The Wedding 
Dress” that had been purchased at Treadle Yard 
Goods.  A call to the store indicated that the 
calendar was still being published but, they were 
out of them and didn’t know where to get them.  
Good old Google new exactly where they were, 
this year’s calendar was about western wear 
which didn’t appeal to me at the time but some 
back issues were available.  One on 
“Embellishments” one on “Shoes”, and another on 
“Undergarments” are now in my possession, but I 
digress. 

In Google, as on the net in general, one link 
leads to another and this book caught my eye and 
it too is now in my possession.  It is a field guide 
of costume collections that are open to the public 
in the USA.  The book is organized alphabetically 
according to states.  Each chapter begins with a 
state map with cities marked where collections 
exist.  basic contact information includes the 
name of the institution, street address, city state, 
zip, phone number and web site address. 

Detailed information includes hours, contact 
person, institution type, and collection type.  It 

also indicates collections where you may make an 
appointment to look at items in a collection not on 
exhibit, such as the Go. 

Of the 2,604 institutions listed, Minnesota has 
62 listings, 22 allow appointments to see items not 
on exhibit, including The Goldstein Museum of 
Design on the S. Paul U of M campus and the 
Minnesota Historical Society in St. Paul. 

The covers of the book have 25 full color 
photos.  The many photos in the book are small 
and in black and white, but tempting enough to 
want to see the collections. 

I have one criticism of the book, the index lists 
the various museums alphabetically.  It would be 
more convenient for me to have the pages of the 
states listed. 

Pricey at $39.95, but valuable for someone 
who travels frequently and likes to visit museums. 
Etiquette for Viewing Museum Collections 

1. Check web site of chosen museum to see what 
is available 

2. Make an appointment – 2 to 4 weeks advance 
notice is required 

3. Ask for an advanced copy of policies, 
procedures, or guidelines that apply to patron 
visits. 

4. Supplies to bring: 
• Camera (photographs may not be allowed 
• Writing tablet 
• Pencils 
• Sketch pad 
• Clean white cotton gloves 
• Clean white cotton bed sheet to use as 

table cover 
• Tape measure 
• Magnifying glass 
• Thread counter 
• Other materials related to specific research 

project 
5. After the visit: 

• Thank you letter to host with a copy to 
his/her supervisor 

• Cash donation large or small for collection 
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Charles Frederick Worth 
Father of Haute Couture 

The First Couturier 
Born in 1825 in Bourne, Lincolnshire, Charles was sent to London at the age of 13 as an apprentice 

to Swan and Edgar, drapers, when his father, a country solicitor, lost his money in speculation.  His 
knowledge of fabrics and the business of supplying dress makers was developed at this time.  The 
National Portrait Gallery and other collections of paintings were his classrooms to study the elements of 
the sitters dresses which would later provide inspiration for his own designs. 

In 1845 at the age of 20 he went to Paris.  He was hired as a selling clerk by Gageun and Opigez et, 
et cie the most fashionable purveyor of fine fabrics in Paris.  Marie Vernet, one of the firm’s models 
became his wife, for whom he designed simple dresses.  These dresses were noticed by the Clients who 
started to ask for copies of them. 

Worth became a junior partner in the firm, 
but was unable to convince his partners to 
expand into dressmaking, which they considered low 
class.  Worth found a “venture capitalist” and 
opened the dressmaking establishment of Worth and 
Boberg in 1858.  The restoration of a royal house 
with Napoleon III made Paris an imperial capital.  
The demand for luxury goods including textiles and 
fashionable dress reached new heights.  Empress 
Cugenie’s patronage ensured Worth’s success as a 
popular dress maker from the 1860’s onward. 

Worth designs are notable for the use of lavish 
fabrics and trimmings, he used a great deal of special 
embellishments and contrasting tactile surfaces.  
Each season there were a few set shapes from 
carefully drafted patterns upon which the lavish 
decorations were placed.  Yet he was reported to have 
said, “I prefer simplicity to anything else.” 

“Do you suppose that other great Victorian Oscar 
Wilde, was referring to Charles Fredrick Worth 
when he said, “Nothing succeeds like excess.” 

Rather than the customer dictating the design, the previous dressmaking practice, Worth displayed 
model dresses four times a year at fashion shows.  A patroness would pick a model which would be 
custom made for her, out of fabrics of her choice and tailored to her figure.  Worth was the first of the 
couturiers, dressmakers considered artists rather than artisans. 

Worth died in March 1895, but the House of Worth continued under his sons and grandson until 
1954 when it was sold to the House of Paquin. 

I am in possession of the magazine “Lady’s Gallery” volume 1 issue 3 with a 17 page article on 
Charles Frederick Worth which includes 10 full page color photos of Worth gowns along with 
illustrations of many more.  If you are truly interested, I could be persuaded to run off a copy of the 
article.  Otherwise if you Google or Yahoo Charles Fredrick Worth, you will see full color photos of 
Worth gowns. 
 


