
A Tour of British Columbia
The Victorian Society in America & the Victorian Society Summer Schools Alumni Association
present A Tour of British Columbia, Canada in September, 2004. This exclusive 10-day coach
tour takes you to some of the most fascinating historic places and sites in this western province.
You’ll also see the pristine Rocky Mountains, Banff, Jasper, and Canada’s first National Park.
Accommodation and dining will be the finest available including the famous old resorts 
developed by the Canadian Pacific Railway. Your tour guide will be acclaimed author, 
historian, university lecturer, and museum professional, John Adams.

September 2nd & 3rd:
Vancouver
Accommodation for the two
nights in this beautiful Pacific city
is at the prestigious chateau-style
Fairmont Hotel Vancouver. Tours
include the city’s highlights:
Stanley Park, the Capilano
Suspension Bridge, Dr. Sun-yat
Sen Classical Chinese Gardens,

Chinatown, the Shaughnessy residential district, the
beautiful University of British Columbia and the Museum
of Anthropology, famous for its northwest coast aboriginal
collections and European ceramics.

September 4:  Spectacular Fraser Canyon,
Gold Rush Trail, and Ranching Country
The route on Day 3 follows the scenic north shore of the
Fraser River, through rural farmland. Kilby Store and
Farm, a provincial historic site, will be the location of the
morning break. The next leg heads up the mighty Fraser
Canyon, scene of the 1858 Gold Rush. Here the Fraser
River twists through deep rock gorges. Lunch will be at
Hell’s Gate where we will descend by aerial tramway into
the narrow gorge.

The route continues northward along the Gold Rush Trail
through beautiful arid landscape to the 1860s Ashcroft
Manor. The day finishes on the Cariboo Plateau, where
vast expanses of ranch land can be seen from each side
of the bus, until we reach historic 108 Mile House and the
108 Resort.Watch the sunset while enjoying a ranch-style
barbeque.

September 5:  Cottonwood House and 
Gold Rush Barkerville
Day 4 features a lunchtime visit to Cottonwood House, a
historic 1860s roadhouse on the Gold Rush Trail, en route
to Barkerville, the most famous Victorian-era gold rush
town in Canada.
Enjoy free time to visit the buildings, stores and exhibits,
or take an in-depth guided tour. Supper is at the  Wake-
Up Jake Restaurant, followed by a performance in the
Theatre Royal. The nearby 1930s mining village of Wells
is our stopping place for the night.

September 6:  Barkerville to the Yellowhead
After a morning in Barkerville to take in more of the 
programs and exhibits, including the performance of
Judge Begbie in the Richfield Courthouse, we will depart
Barkerville and head south over the Cariboo Plateau into
the scenic Thompson River Valley.We will finish the day at



the peerless Mike Wiegele Resort in Blue River. With
3,000 square miles of land allocated for their use, this
resort offers the quintessential alpine experience. The
beautiful log lodges, massive stone fireplaces and decks
that overlook the glacier will delight everyone.

September 7:  The Rockies
Day 6 features a stop at breathtaking Mount Robson, the
highest peak in the Canadian Rockies. After lunch at the
famous Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge we will head south on
Glacier Parkway, one of Canada’s most scenic 
mountain drives. We will stop for supper at the historic
Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise, and end the day at the
renowned Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, built in 1888 by
the Canadian Pacific Railway in Canada’s first National
Park.This sumptuous hotel, with its award-winning chefs,
will be our home for two nights.

September 8: Majestic Banff
Day 7 is spent entirely in Banff where you may choose
from much to see and do: Cave and Basin National
Historic Site, a hot spring pool and cave developed first in
1883; museums; bison and other wildlife; gondola rides
to a mountaintop; scenic drives.You might instead choose
to lounge about in the palatial hotel & spa, golf, or just
shop!

September 9: Fort Steele and the Kootenays
From Banff we head back into British Columbia through
Kootenay National Park then south along the Rocky
Mountains to Fort Steele, an 1890s gold rush town. In the
afternoon we travel along Kootenay Lake where spectac-
ular views over the water and to distant 
mountains are breathtaking. We’ll travel aboard a small
lake ferry to Nelson, a  Victorian city built on the slope of
a mountain descending to the lake.

September 10: Doukhobor Country and the
Sunny Okanagan
Day 9 starts with a gentle ride through lush Russian
Doukhobor farming communities and a visit to the
Doukhobor Village Museum. After crossing the Monashee
Mountains to Grand Forks, a small city filled with heritage
buildings, lunch is at Golden Heights, a turreted Victorian
mansion overlooking the city. Continuing west, we reach
the sunny historic Okanagan Valley, wine and orchard
country. Popular with remittance men in the 19th Century,
we’ll enjoy all it still has to offer, with the Penticton
Lakeside Resort as our headquarters.

September 11: The Grist Mill, Manning Park
and the Fraser Valley
Day 10 includes scenic Keremeos and its functioning
1880’s water-powered Grist Mill, a provincial historic site.
Then it’s back to Vancouver over the Cascade Mountains
with a stop at Manning Park Lodge. We will end the tour
at the Fairmont Vancouver Airport hotel, right in the
Vancouver International Airport at about 6:30 pm.
You will have the option of staying the night at the
Fairmont Airport Hotel, or ending the tour once we arrive
at the airport. The chic hotel lobby is 50 yards from the
departure area for all flights to the USA.



Completed registration forms can be
mailed or faxed. Cheques are payable to:

The Victorian Society in America
205 South Camac Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Email: info@victoriansociety.org
Telephone: 215-545-8340
Fax: 215-545-8379

NAME ______________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________   

CITY __________________________   STATE __________    ZIP _______________

PHONE  ________________  FAX ________________ EMAIL __________________

Roommate’s name for double occupancy ____________________________________

John Adams is Your 
Tour Guide
John was popular at the VSA’s
2001 Annual Meeting in Victoria
where he conducted numerous
interesting tours and presenta-

tions. A historian and museum professional, John knows
British Columbia well and has chosen some of his
favourite historic and scenic places for this exclusive VSA
field trip. John will provide in-depth background 
commentary throughout the ten days on the bus and at
several evening lectures. John’s attention to detail in 
planning the route and activities, and his knowledge and
friendly, lively delivery will make this a popular and 
memorable trip.

Cost
The total cost of this luxury tour leaving from the Fairmont
Hotel  Vancouver and returning to the Fairmont Airport
Hotel (Vancouver) is $2,260 U.S. based on double-
occupancy, or $3,285 U.S. single occupancy. The price
includes all accommodation, admissions, and meals except
for one lunch in Banff and supper on the last night in
Vancouver. Travel expenses to and from  Vancouver are not
included. Please consult your travel agent.

Registration 
Please detach and fill in the form completely to register for
The Tour of British Columbia. A non-refundable deposit is
required upon registration. The balance will be due 
July 15, 2004.

DEPOSIT : COST Number Attending TOTAL

Before July 1, 2003 $     50. x __________ = $ _________

After July 1, 2003 $     80. x __________ = $ _________

Please charge my non-refundable deposit to:
■■ VISA ■■ MASTERCARD ■■ DISCOVER 

NUMBER ____________________ EXPIRY __________  SIGNATURE _________________________

Sign me up! I want to experience British Columbia. Please reserve my
space and accept my payment of the non-refundable deposit.

VSA Registration can be made via check, money
order, or credit card (VISA, MASTERCARD or 
DISCOVERY only). Checks should be made payable
to  The  Victorian Society in America.

The Victorian Society in America reserves the right
to alter the schedule of events or cancel events
should it become necessary.

Reservations are made on a first come, first served
basis. Phone or fax registrations will ONLY be taken
with a credit card payment at the time of the 
registration. You will be invoiced for the balance
that is due July 15, 2004.

*Double Occupancy rates are per person based on
sharing the hotel room costs with someone else.

Non-members of the National VSA wishing to take
this tour must join The Victorian Society in America.

Refunds will be given only until August 1, 2004.
A $75 administrative fee will be deducted from
each refund.

The Victorian Society in America is not responsible
for accidents, injury or loss of personal items during
this program.

Please let us know if you have any medical or
dietary restrictions BEFORE registering for this tour.

Travel between the U.S. and Canada is quick and
convenient. Consult a travel agent to arrange your
return travel to Vancouver. Canadian Immigration
will require proof of citizenship. A Birth Certificate
plus Photo ID or a Passport are the only forms of
identification accepted. Please send a one-page
photocopy of either form of ID with your 
registration form as verification.

Please bill me for the balance due July 15, 2004.
BRITISH COLUMBIA STUDY TOUR:
Single Occupancy $ 3,285. x __________ = $ _________
Double Occupancy * $ 2,260. x __________ = $ _________

VSA MEMBERSHIP FEE:
Non-members of the National VSA wishing to take
this tour must join  The  Victorian Society in America.

Individual $     45. x __________ = $ _________
Household (Dual) $     55. x __________ = $ _________

TOTAL BALANCE DUE $ _________
The VSA office will deduct the amount of your 
deposit from your final bill.


