The Victorian Society in America Washington
Metropolitan Chapter

Invites you to an illustrated talk by Charles Robertson

on Temple of Invention: History of a National Landmark

The Patent Office Building closed in January
2000 and reopened July 1 of this year after a
major renovation. In preparation for the
reopening, the history of the building was
thoroughly researched. Charles J. Robertson
will present an illustrated lecture about that
long and often difficult history.

Begun in 1836 and completed in 1868, the
Patent Office Building is one of the oldest
public buildings in Washington. Built on a
site set aside by Peter L’Enfant for a national
church or pantheon for heroes, the building
instead became tribute to Americans’
reverence for invention. Presidents, poets,
architects, and heroes all bring the building to
life. It was converted to barracks and a
hospital during the Civil War and also hosted
Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural ball in
1865.

By 1953 the building had been neglected for
many years and was a target for demolition.
President Eisenhower ordered that it be
protected and in 1958 it was transferred to the
Smithsonian. Ten years later, the National

Charles J. Robertson, is the author
of Temple of Invention: History of a
National Landmark, an illustrated
book about the historic Patent
Office Building, and curator of the
exhibit of the same name. The
exhibit remains on view through
July 8, 2007. Mr. Robertson is
Deputy Director Emeritus at the
Smithsonian American Art
Museum and a Vice-President of
the Victorian Society in America.

Portrait Gallery and American Art Museum opened.
Temple of Invention: History of a National Landmark will be available at the talk for $20.

Charles Robertson will autograph copies.
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Wednesday , November 1, 2006, 7:00 p.m.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library

>




Parking: Free , " -
H St

5 UG

- / 1 T '
*1
0] - 1 ) |
- '
Metro Rail: / 1 LI ¢ 2 1 2 Ao Place
n 3 m
g MLK
4 S | = Library
*QQ - %= w
6 7$7*89:*:$$$ s

VSA Washington Metropolitan Chapter News:
January 2007. 1! % ,

Other happenings

A word of explanation about the Donald W. Reynolds Center for American Art and Portraiture, the
collective name for the Smithsonian American Art Museum and the National Portrait Gallery. Both
of the museums retain their separate identities and staffs. The Donald W. Reynolds Foundation is
the largest donor to the museums. In addition to the two museums, the Center also features the
Lunder Conservation Center and Luce foundation for American Art—a visible art storage and study
facility.
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There is no charge and guests are welcome; light refreshments will be served, but to help our
planning please call or email to register:
* Treasurer Darrell Lemke 301-530-4685 trautman.lemke@yverizon.net or
* Chapter President Victoria Buckley 703-527-2401 vibuckley@aol.com



